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whole Allied cause that this early experience led the British Government to prescribe a certain caution in all naval operations.
Further, the Germans had counted on the fact that the British navy had multifarious duties which required a certain scattering of forces, whereas their own, with the exception of a few raiders or raiding squadrons, could remain concentrated and available at any moment for use as a whole. Thus in the early months of the war the British had to clear the seas of German commerce-raiders which, though few in number, were capable of doing great damage. A German squadron consisting of two armoured and three light cruisers under von Spee was at large in the Pacific, and this had to be hunted down and disposed of. Von Spee caught his pursuers off guard near Coronel off the coast of Chile (October 27, 1914) and made his escape after sinking the Good Hope and Monmouth —a heavy reverse which had to be made good by detaching the much more powerful squadron under Admiral Sturdee which caught von Spee at the Falkland Islands and destroyed his squadron. Other smaller forces were engaged during the same months in hunting down the Emden, the Dresden and the Konigsberg—raiders which had done much mischief. In the following year one big battle-ship and many less powerful ships were engaged in the Dardanelles, and all the time tbere were demands for convoys for transports bringing Dominion and other troops from oversea and needing protection from submarines.
With these many calls upon it the British fleet was by no means in a position to treat lightly the German effort to wear down its margin. That was conducted with considerable skill. The raids on Yarmouth, Hartlepool, Scarborough and Lowestoft—which caused great indignation at the time as aimless attacks on undefended towns—had the serious purpose of creating a demand for local protection which would have divided the British fleet and laid it open to attack in detail. If made in force, they also offered a chance of catching British ships sent hurriedly to the scene of action. To lure a portion of the British fleet into waters where submarines were lying in wait, or on to mine-fields through which an attacking force could escape but in which its pursuers;;^                                     .. to ^ T?* ^y* Nothing could happen anywhere over this
